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iri:ghi;ry theorv (.uownc.
Fiom the first announcements of the de-

struction of the Maine, popular sentiment
in this country leaned heavily and appre-
hensively to the theory of design rather
than aceldcnt. It was but natural. as It
was discreet, for the administration to dis-

credit the Idea of trcaehcrj on the part of
the Spaniards until there should he suf-

ficient evidence to prove practically the cr-r- o-

of this, position. It is now evident,
however, that even In official circles the
probability of an adverse finding by the
court of Inquiry was so obvious that every
consistent precaution against an untimely
demonstration was taken. Quiet but ener-
getic preparations were begun and have
tince been kept up to meet any possible
rmergencj that may ariscfrom the Havana
disaster.

While it Is true-- that there Is now little
probability that the explosion will be shown
to have resulted from accident, the possi-

bility of a verdict Is nol lost sight of,
and the public may take it for granted that
there will be no hostile utterance or move-
ment on the part of the administration until
the verdict of the court Is received.

The encouiaging aspect of 'the "situation
is the popular and official belief 'that, even
If it bo shown that the Maine wag

by deign, tho Spanish government
had no knonledgo of, much less an active
part In, the diabolical work.

If this belief prove to be well founded,
war will be neither necessary nor Inevitable.
While Spain will be liable for Indemnity,
the demand for such indemnity, under or-

dinary circumstances, would not form a
casus belli. But with the extraordinary con.
ditlons that exist at present and the strain-
ed relations between the two countries, it Is
doubtful whether a peaceable adjustment of
eo large and aggravating a claim could be
made.

While tho situation is unquestionably
grave, it is reassuring to note-- the active
preparations that are being made-fo- r a pos-t-ib- !o

conflict, the superb p61e of. the,
and thev spontaneous and

hearty popular support that is being given
the president and his cabinet.

KAltSAS C1TVS CIVYIG KKD.
It is hard to settle down to the conclu-

sion that Kansas City must worry along
for an indefinite number of jcars without
a respectable union railway station. The
railroad lines Interested In the old barn
which Is at present advertising the fact
that this city Is without a station cer-

tainly cannot be Indifferent to the urgent
needs of our people in this matter. Other
cities have been properly provided for and
there is no reason on God's green earth
why Kansas City should be treated less
fairly. These companies are interested,
with all other companies whose lines touch
here, in the growth and progress and repu-
tation of Kansas City as a flourishing
Western metropolis, and they cannot but
share in our dissatisfaction and mortifi-
cation over what we have to put up with
in lieu of a decent station.

It is true that building a bigger and bet-

ter station, on the present or some other
site, would require a good deal of labor and
some worry in the matter of adjustlngqUes-tion- s

of rights and damages among the
different companies, but the adjustments
could be satlsfactorilj made. They were
made at St. Louis, Chicago and other
cities and they could be made here. It
might be impossible for representatives of
the various roads to take up each question
nnd dispose of it to the satisfaction of all,
but some experienced engineer or other
person In whom all the companies had con-

fidence might be entrusted with the work.
This plan has been pursued in similar
cases elsewhere with good results and It
ih probably the most feasible and practical
way to do It.

This Is a question of so much Interest
to our people that It will not down. We
must have a union station In keeping with
our rank as .i city at no distant daj : it Is
simply preposterous to suppose that wo
cm go on for another twenty jcars without
one. The sooner the railroads wake up to
their duty and the clt's rights in this
nutter the better it will bo for all con-

cerned.
i.eeijy in a good cvise.

There havo not oecn many times since
tho Inauguration of Governor Lccdy when
his official conduct commanded admiration.
Ordinarily he has used his office as a
means for promoting cither bis own or his
port j s Interests more often his own. He
h don a good deal of plaj ins for popu-

lar applause, instead of acting in a
sdraightforward. busincs-llk- o wa for the
state's good. In other words ho has been
and is more demagogue than statcsm in.

l:ut. on the princlplo that the devil
hould c his due, it Is proper to give

Mr. Lccdy credit for whatever good lie has
done. One Instance wherein he showed
a praiscworthj purpose and proved him-

self bettor than his part was when he
iricd to get the legislature to make a
suitable appropriation for a state exhibit
at the Om.ilt i exposition. Kansas, being
the next door nclshlor to Nebraska, and In
full svmpithy with her as an agricultural
community, should by all means contrib-
ute to the success of her enterprise. The
trans-MIslsslp- exposition will be an af-

fair of such Importance, moreover, that
Kansas cannot afford not to be well rep-

resented there. Other stutr. near nnd
far. will have buildings and exhibits, and
the visiting world would wonder what had
iK'como of the boasted Kansas enterprise
if it were not conspicuously in evidence.

Uovcrnor Lccdy realized all this and at

tempted to have the legislature do tho
right thing In the premises, but the Popu-

list majority was too blind or too stupid
to take the necessary action. Kansas,
however, will jet have some representation
at Omaha, thanks to the state pride and
business sense of her progressive citizens,
who are preparing to raise tie funds by
private subscription; and for this final
success tho governor will also be entitled
tj credit, for ho Is giving active encour-
agement to the movement and will co-

operate with it by appointing commission-
ers to canvass the state. That is the sub-

stance of reports coming in from Kansas,
and they are probably trustworthy.

PAM)II-AMEHI- C, SOCIL INTER-COLIIS- E.

The social Intercourse between the Amer-
ican and Spanish officials is greatly at
variance with popular feeling in the two
countries or at least with the reports of
public demonstration of such feeling.

in New York the captain of the Vizcaa
las been shown and has graccfuly accept-
ed tho most friendly attentions. In Ha-

vana, where feeling Is supposed to be mo- -t

intense, there has been no lack of the cus-

tomary courteous formalities between the
repreentatlves of Spain and those of the
United States. Minister Woodford, In Mad-

rid, has just given a farewell dinner to
Senor Bernabe. the new minister to the
United States; Premier Sagasta and other
Spanish officials and the diplomatic corps
being in attendance. Our minister In Spain
moves about without protection and thus
far has not been molested, and the (lag that
floats over the United States embassy has
not been insulted

In the face of much that is unmistakably
warlike, and much that is of a doubtful but
nevertheless disturbing charactcr.it is grat-ifjin- g

to know that we have nqt jet
reached a point where the personal or off-

icial intercourse of those who represent the
estranged nations has, been Interrupted or
noticeably ruffled.

REEMJE FROM SPIRI'IS.
Tho consumption of spirits in the United

States and in the United Kingdom does not
materially differ; one ranges a little less
than a gallon per head and the other a lit-

tle more than a gallon per head Nor is
thero any material difference In the larger
consumption of Germany and France; but
In Belgium, where the alcoholic beverage is
gin, the consumption is about two gallons
of proof spirit per head, and the consump-

tion in Holland comes very close to that
figure. A difficulty may here bo noted In

tho fact that a large proportion, of alcohol
is used for chemical purposes. Tho esti-

mate of the German government Is that
one-fift- h of the total production of alcohol
Is not used as a beverage, but this is not.
of course. Included in their statistics of
consumption.
. The use which these four principal
countries make of alcoholic beverages as
a source of public revenue is of much in-

terest. In the United Kingdom the net
revenue In 1S36 was J419 2S0,OO0. and of this
$139,033,000. or Za per cent, was In duties
and Internal taxes on liquors. Of this
taxation IT per cent only was in duties on
imports. The total net revenue of the
United States in 1SS6 was 23.SQ8,139.and

the internal revenues and customs from
liquors amounted to J1M.30T.9S1, or upward
of 3" per cent of the whole. &

In France, on the other hand, the rev
enues from liquors amount to $102,400,000,

or 39 per cent of the entire government
Irccme. In Germany the revenues from
alcoholic products Is $37,969,040, or only IT'i
per cent of the total Income. If the Ger-

man government should double the taxa-

tion on alcoholic liquors It would' not
amount to half the percentage --

"of the
taxation by congress upon thlSjObjcpt, to
say nothing of the high liquor licenses of
many of the states and municipalities.

EDITORIAL. MOTES.

These are certainly stirring times. Even
the mud In our drinking water Is stirred
UP- -

From the number of wreck pictures ap-

pearing in the papers the public will soon
have to admit that something happened to
the Maine.

During his jear In jail Zola can think
out a great story on the mockery of jus-tlc- o

as administered by the latter-da- y

French courts.
If the war department doesn't strike a

livelier gait the jellow journals will have
th9 whole bloody contest fought out before
a shot is fired.

The continued silence of Hon. William
Jennings Bryan indicates that he Is having
difficulty in tracing tho Maine explosion to
the gold standard.

George Washington was all right for his
day and time, but the country with Its
present development and population re-

quires a Billy Mason.

If Governor Lcedy would kindly say a
few more bravo and vigorous words It
would have an encouraging and strengthen-
ing effect on tho country.

The fafiure to convict Torger Turner
seems to havo been due to the fact that
he had a better lawjer than the prosecu-

tion had. He defended himself.

When those congressmen who are Invest-
igating tho Chicago river get back to Wash-
ington It Is thought that the smell of gun-

powder will have no terrors for them.

There has been considerable talk of peo-

ple "breaking into prison," but Emile Zola
Is the onl man now before the public who

I has deliberately accomplished that feat.

hen a confirmed old Jingo like Senator
Morgan declines to v oto for a belligerency
resolution for fear of precipitating a crisis,
there is considerable djnamlte in the sit-

uation.
To be comfortable In high latitudes it is

necessary for a man to have plentj of
sweets. Perhaps that is the reason our
girls who go to Klondike hive such good

luck In capturing husband-- .

The nitional capital is safe In any event.
Even If Spanish Invaders should succeed In
making their wa to Washington they
would find Ihcmselvts confronted b m

E. Mason and Divid A. DcArmond

An impulsive and impetuous president of
the boy orator stripe would probably ere
this have precipitated the country into war
without a reasonable provocation The peo-

ple hivo no cause to regret their action In
electing an executive who has a level head
ami a health nervous sjstem.

Governor Stephens declares positively that
he has never doubted ' for a moment" that
t'le Maine disaster was due to Spanish
tiracher. Owing to tho exceptional facil-

ities cnjocd bv Governor Stephens for ob-

taining accurate information of the disas-
ter, and on account of his ripe experience
in naval matters and his great familiarit
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with the Spanish people and their charac-

teristics, this opinion carries, or will carry,
or might, could, would or should carry,
tremendous weight. Official circles at
Washington and in Madrid hive not been
so stirred for a long time as when the dis-

patch containing Governor Stephens' fate-
ful words was read and parsed around.

3IISSOLRI POINTS.

The first state convention to be held in
Missouri this ear is likely to be a "dr"
affair.. It Is to be a gathering of the Pro-
hibitionists, at Moberly, May 3.

The Republicans of the town of Louisi-
ana, witii characteristic appreciation of a.
good thing, have decided to h ive Treasurer
Purse hold the municipal funds for another
term.

And now some of the pipers right In h"r
own congressional district have begun to
speak of the erstwhile 'queen" as "Edith"
Whitnej! Such is fame on the Crawford
circuit.

Carthage hoots at the St Louis offer of
IfiiO men. about one to 300 of population, to
battle for Cuban liberty and the honor of
Uncle Sam. and declare-- , a willingness to
belt that ratio three or four times over.

A previous appointee in that congression-
al district having failed to pass the re-

quired examination. William Seott, a Grun-o- y

omit oung man, and a nephew of Mr.
T. N. Wit ten, has been named for a West
Point cadetship.

Tint aitistic job of hide peeling o sue.,
cessfuiij engaged in by Mavor Bud Ilas-tal- n,

of Sedalia, a week or two ago. seems
to have ' struck In" on him. He has been
confined to the house with inflammatory
rheumatism ever since

m

Judj,e Brace is now the presiding justice
in division No 1 of the supreme court.
Judge Robinson, tho Republican member,
to whom by reason of seniority the honor
Irelongcd, having announced that ill health
would preclude ills acceptance of it.

m

Trank Schmidt, one of tho crew of the
warship Montgomerv, the vessel that has
been mentioned as likely to take the place
of the Maine at Havana, is a native of
Lexington, and has a brother who ls now
in business there. Mr. Schmidt has been a.

sailor twenty jears
Two 'Gjpsv sisters." who exploit them-

selves in their advertisements as 'mas-
ters" of their profession, are tanking tem-

porarily in Chillicothe, and announce their
willingness to supply tho missing name in
tho local postmastership contest for the
small sum of 23 cents.

Commenting on the fact that there is to
bo no investigation of the Scd ilia First Na
tional bank failure, the Sedalia Democrat
observes: "This failure will go down in
history as one of the most remarkable ever
known. The bank was looted, the deposi-
tors' and stockholders' money disappeared,
and jet nobody has ever been punished."

j
The money that is being invested in the

lead and zinc mining district of Southwest
Missouri and Southeast Kansas will, as the
Joplln Herald truthfully declares, give bet-

ter returns than a majority of the invest-
ment in Alaska schemes, and the investors
can take a look at their property without
crossing the continent and braving the ter-
rors of an Arctic climate to do It.

Former Grand Master Sovereign, of the
Knights of Labor, has bought a half inter-
est in the Silver Review, a Carthage 16 to
1 weeklv paper, and Is to become Its asso-
ciate editor. Inasmuch as he recently has
been elected grand chief of the Mohawks, a
free silver organization, the belief prevails
In Cathage that the paper ls to be made
its organ, and that the former labor leader
will attempt to break into politics.

While admitting its sympathy with
Benton, who ls quarantined on

account of the illness of his children, the.
St, Joe Herald suggests that there are
times when the public is Inclined to wish a
similar restriction, aside from the misfor-
tune to the little ones, might be placed on
some of his colleagues. It ls understood,
however, that this is not necessarily ex-
pected to be taken as in any wav personal
by Orators Clark and DeArmond.

V V

A. M. Pa no and two or three others kept
tho local rubbernecks in Carthage busy
Wednesday and had'many a good laugh at
their expense. "Have ou seen that piece
of the Maine that Is on exhibition here? '
was the question put, and In nearly every
case tho negative answer was followed
by indications of a thirst for further in.
formation, which was only satisfied when
the Missouri victim had been "shown" a
section or two of the new water
main that was being put in on a prominent
corner.

9

To Mr. George W. Cranmer, a venerable
nnd respected resident of Livingston coun-
ty, the nd day of February is an anni-
versary of special significance, being that
not only of the birth of the rather of His
Country, the date of the battle of Buena.
Vista, In which Mr. Cranmer was a par-
ticipant, but the anniversary of his own
birthday as well. Should he reach the next
milestone, which will be the 73th. It is the
contemplated purpose of his Livingston
county friends to mako the occasion the
most memorable in his career.

Mexican Veteran Edwin Griffin, of South-
west Missouri, who was one of the attend-
ants at the annual reunion in Jasper on
Washington's birthda, represented not
only himself, but ten stalwart sons, rang-
ing in age from 47 down to 21. every one of
whom is ready for duty, the gallant old
hero declares, as was their father In his
day, in maintaining the honor of their flag.
Besides the ten bovs, Mr. Griffin numbers
thirty-fiv- e grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren among his descendants, a
showing of which he Is pardonably proud.

"What Happened to Jones" Isn't a mark-
er to the "Disasters of the Davlses," as I-

llustrated In the following "singular coinci-
dence" story told by Missouri Pacific De
tective Cunningham the other da to a Ne-

vada Mall reporter. "Leonard Davis is sus-
pected of having burned a car for us at
Wales, and ls now in jail here charged with
tho offense. During his preliminary hearing
the principal witness against him was
named Davis, a farmer out near Wales,
and Fred Davis defended Leonard Davis at
the time. A short time afterward one of
our cars was robbed In the jards here and
wo ate satislW Tred Davis did the robbing
In fact, we caught him in one of our car-- ,

a few nights afterward and have him in
jail. The night the car was robbed some
candv was stolen, which belonged to J S
Davis, the Nevada baker, and some chew-
ing gum was stolen, which belonged to
Davis . Son. of Montevallo Now, Fred
Davis is to bo tried lcfore Judge C. T.
Divis. of this cit. There are five Davis
families mixed up in the robbery and tri it
of these cases, none of whom is related It
is a mixing of the Davis f imily such as I
never saw before and never expect to see
again ill a lifetime."

' There be other men who possess some of
the greatnesses essential to Popocratic
leadership, but no man of them all de-

serves to be mentioned the same dav with
oiir own Biilstone," declares the Mar-vil- le

Tribune "He Is In a diss, ail to his
lone, great self. Genius he hath genius in
overplu and when his superiorit to all
other men becomes known, as known it
must and will be, PopocracjN ev),ftfl
mouths will call him chief and proclaim to
all the rest of the world: 'This Is the
man ' Popocracy will lose nothing by pluck-
ing the crown of leadership from William
Jennings Br an and pressing it down upon
the amiile brow of Missouri s great and
multi-gifte- d son. lu whatsoever things the

Oung Ncbraskan Is great. Missouri s
friend of tho oppressed and downtrodden
is greatest. Sione is the statesman superla-
tive of the part of Immaculate, white
name. At all points he out-Bra- Bran
On him the gods bestowed the gift of inter-
minable speech, he hath a voice musical
as is Apollo s lute, and a something in his

countenance which we would fain call mas-
ter. In the practlco of the arts of dema-
gog without which no man would have
the temerity to stand forth as the champion
of the masses of the common people he Is
the acknowledged supremo chancellor of
the world Given a pass he can ride full
as many miles as Willie Br an, and no
man could extract more rapture in chasing
an octopus to its lair1. He could vanquish
the money iwwcrs of Wall and Lombard
streets as often as they dare meet him on
the bloody sands, and if given the sword
of command he would cut down ever' gold
standard, though they be as plentiful as
telegraph poles. His words are as-- mean-
ingless and as as those of
Willie Brvan' ho can weep as copiously
over the sufferings of the plain people and
sorrow as great oozes from every pore of
his being when he bethinks him that the
rich are getting richer and tho poor poorer

which Is a lie. Though his metaphors
get a little mixed at times, ct It must be
remembered that he does not steal them
htj makes them himself, and his language
ls sufficiently- - llamboant to set the world
on fire. The Tribune desires to place In
nomination for the office of president on
the Popocratic ticket, the Hon. William
Jarberwock Stone, of Mis-ouri- ."

Arbitration for Railroads.
From the Wa&hlustoa Post

Tiie Kansas City Journal makes some
pointed comments on a report from this
cit that the senate committee on educa-
tion and labor has decided by a unanimous
vote to report favorably the bill recently
intioduccd in the senate bv Senator Kle.
providing for the arbitration of rallroid
strikes by a board of arbitrators to be
chosen by the strikers and the interstate
commerce commission.

Our Kansas City contemporary hops for
the credit of the committee, that no such
action lias been taken It sas th it the
fundamental principle of arbitration is th.it
the interests of both parties affected shall
be equally protected, and to this end that
either both parties or neither shall be rep-
resented In the arbitration tribunal. And
it adds that the absurdity of an arbitration
measuie which gives one sldo to a contro-
versy full representation on the board and
the other none at all. ls too apparent for
serious argument.

As the Post lias on several occasions
clearly shown, there can be no such thing
as. compulsory arbitration. It would be as
sensible to talk of a compulsory volunteer
effort, or of forcing a man to act of his
own volition Any plan for the adjustment
of disputes b arbitration which docs not
proceed upon a clear recognition of this
fundamental fact will be worse than a
failure An act of congress based on the
preposterous absurdity of a

without the agreement of both
parties would bo set aside by the courts.
and every lawer, and nearly every in-

telligent citizen, would know that the
courts were doing their duty.

Another arbitration bill is pending this
one in the house of representatives of a
very different character from that one
which our Kansas City contemporarv cau-
terizes, it is stated that it meets the ap-
proval of the railway libor organizations
and that the companies do not object to it.
This measuro starts out with the declara-
tion that all wages paid to rallwav em-plo-

shall be "reasonable and just." a
proposition that will evoke no opposition
from any quarter. The bill provides that if
there is a disagreement between a road and
its emploes over what are "reasonable
and just" wages or over any other question
the chairman of the interstate commerce
commission nnd the commissioner of labor
are to act as mediators and endeavor to
settle the controversy. But 'if this effort
fails and if the parties to the dispute agree,
then a board of three arbitrators is to be
named. The railroad and tho emploes are
each to choose one. The two will select
the third member.

Both parties having decided to arbitrate,
they must next agree to leave matters
just as thev are pending arbitration, and
they must further promise to earn out the
award in good faith, ft is provided that the
emploes must not quit work and the

road must not discharge Its es

during the cnuing three months,
and the question In dispute must not be
brought up again for the next twelve
months The Chicago Tribune, referring to
this measure, sajs:

"If such a law as this wero in force it
could do no harm and might occasionally
do good by settling in an amicable manner
controversies which might otherwise lead
to railroad strikes, which do so much harm
nnd cause such general Inconvenience. If
the parties agreed to arbitrate in only one
case out of ten. It would bo that much
gained.

'This bill provides for voluntary, not
compulsorv. arbitration. Anv awards
which arbitrators may make could not be
enforced But there is no reason to believe
that the decisions of arbitrators would not
be lived up to. The railroads would not
violate their pledges, nor would the large
and conservative organizations of railway
emplOes

' Congress cannot do better than to pass
this bill, so that there may bo an oppor-
tunity to test it and see how It will work "

A measure that cannot do harm and
holds out a fair promise of doing much
good is certainl deserving of a trial.

"Freali From the People."
From the Chlcapo Inter Ocean

Congressman Johnson, of Indiana, ob-

served Washington's birthday in the house
of representatives b making a violent
speech against the annexation of Hawaii.
He spoke confldentl of the failure of the
treaty In the senate, and promised that if
an attempt was made to annex the Islands
by Joint resolution the scheme would be
burled In the house. He Intimated that the
senate might pass such a resolution, but
the members of the house, "coming fresh
from the people," would be against it.

Mr. Johnson doesn't know what he is
talking about, and he doesn't understand
how the people feel. To save himself from
other mistake', he should visit his homo
district and talk with the people. He should
read the Republican platform adopted at
St. Louis. He should read tho message on
Hawaiian affairs by a Republican presi-
dent He should know the attitude of tha
Republican newspapers throughout the
country, and In good time ho will probably
understand that Instead of being "fresh
from the people" he is drifting away from
his part and away from his constituents.

1 he people have not lost sight of the Ha-
waiian question. Some action must be
taken. The islands will come to the United
States or will go to some other power. The
American people are In favor of the Ha-
waiian islands coming to the United States.
The have had the question under consid-
eration for five or six ears. They know
what they want, nnd they will probably
get It. despite all the efforts that Mr.
Johnson may make.

Minister Wu on the Hat Question.
From the Chicago Record

The distinguished Chinese minister at
Washington has been discussing American
customs as compared with those of his own
empire, and 1 e Is brave enough to hint In
his own gentle aj that possibly even an
Occidental people mav- - learn something
from those of the Orient When somebody
called attention to the barbarous Chinese
custom of binding the feet of women he
admitted Its follv freely and fully, hut mild-l- v

remarked that the women of China, if
the did have deformeel feet, did not in-

jure their constitutions b compressing
themselves into sheaths of steel and whale-
bone. This is an old and much-discuss-

point, and Mr. Wu's comments have been
anticipated b most of the Occidental

But he did not stop with this crit-
icism. He has noted with shocked surprise
that the Amcrtcan woman's hat is often
not onl tricked out elaborately with feath-
ers, but bears the stuffed corpses of birds.
This custom among a civilized and humane
people he cannot understand, and he mod-es- tl

si ggests that his own countr -- women
would regard with exceeding sorrow any
practice which wrought the destruction of
the "songsters and the loveliest birds" slm.
ply to cater to the desires of human van-i- t.

Minister Wu's kindl criticism is respect-fu- ll

referred to the milliners and their
clients. The next time Mr. Wu tackles this
subject it is to be hoped he will enlarge up-
on the lack of artistic taste shown In the
tuatom of wearing the dead bodies of birds

perched in hopelessly unnatural poses upon
the hats of women. Let tho minister add
tho suggestion that a hat adorned with
roses Is a far more attractive article than
a hat which looks like a specimen of y.

Snlclde anil Life Insnrancc.
From the Chicago Post.

Lately the federal supreme court ren-
dered an Insurance decision which attracted
wide attention, as; It dealt, for the first
time, with th important question of sui-
cide as affectirg the obligation of life in-

surance The court held that
where a policy contains no provision re-

garding suicide, no li ibillty attaches in case
the insured has resorted to
and every cogent reasoning, upon which
we commented at the time, was advanccel
in favor of that position. By way of dic-
tum the cou-- t added that even a distinct
agreement to piv in the event of suicide
would not be enforced by the courts, such
contracts being clearly against public pol- -

lc.
In view of this explicit decision, how

strange it is that the supreme court of
Pennslvanla should hold, as it does in a
decision Just made, th it "where a life In-

surance policy is silent as to suicide, it
will not for such act be avoided as against
the wife of the insured who is nominated
bercfiei try." It clearly follows that where
a policy is not silent as to suicide, but
agrees and promises to pa, the obligation
is beond an doubt whatever in the Judg
ment of the ccurt. These two conclusions
directly contradict the judgment of tho
federal supreme court.

Ihe Pcnnslvania court intimates that
it might have reached a different result
if the policy had been pa able to the in-

sured or his personal representative. Since
the policy in the case was for the benefit
of the wife and children of tho insured,
his agency was at an end tho moment the
policy was issued, and the benehciaries
were not bound, according to tho court's
reasoning, b any acts of the insured com-
mitted thereafter "unless such acts were
in clear violation of some express condi-
tion of the policy." AN by "express' condi-
tion? Why not also implied condition? The
Pennsylvania court cannot have considered
the federal court's point which Is unan-
swerablethat a policy silent as to suicide
must be presumed to exclude all causes
of death that are not accidental or due
to the "will of God." by
the insured (except when insane) cannot
have been contemplated by the company
at the time the contract was made, for
insurance ls based on statistical and sci-
entific data excluding the will of cither of
the contracting parties. From this point
of view there is manifestly no validity in
the distinction between policies naming the
wife and children as beneficiaries and pol-
icies) naming the personal representative of
the insured.

Mnhan Defend Battlcnhipa.
From the Chicago Times Herald

The hasty critic usually generalizes
from a single instancce. Already there is
a disposition in some quarters to create
a prejudice against the construction of
more battleships for the United State3
navy in case it shall be shown that tho
Maine disaster resulted from an internal
e.-- plosion.

This disposition to condemn the modern
battleship has been manitested to such
a degree that Captain A. T. Mahan. who
is recognized as tho foremost American
n.-v-al expert, considered It of sufficient
Importance to discuss at some length at
the banquet of the Sons of Cincinnati in
Pnnceeton, N. J., on Washington's birth-d- a.

He explained the evolution in the con-
struction of war ships and showed that
the perfect naval fighting machine is ct
in an experimental stage; that all dan-ge- is

from internal or external sources
have not been eliminated and probably
never will be. There are risks that must
hcccssaril''fce taken. He said:

"1 think t may say without necessary of-
fense that the disposition to condemn the

offhand as a fighting machine,
whether the assumption be that the
Maine perished from internal causes or
from external, can proceed onl from

of the facts of battleship con-
struction In general and consequent mis-
taken inferences as to the results of fut-- ur

naval battles.
"Professional men knew before that

such ships had a narrow margin of sta-
bility, and they knew also that the nar-
row margin, qulto sufficient for safety un-
der ordinary circumstances, might under
ut.tisuxl conditions cause what then hap-
pened.

"But that narrow margin of stability
constituted a necessary risk. Ships of
th it character sway with easier movement
thin those which are stlffer. They are
therefore better gun platforms: give bet-
ter shooting, and to shoot straight to tho
mark is an end so primarv in a snip of
wai as to justify some risk to attain It."

As an instance of the margin of sta-
bility In other than naval vessels he re-

ferred to the sinking of the Elbe within
a few minutes after having been struck
b a small freight steamer, and then
made this comparison between the de-
gree of risks on passenger steamers and
men-of-w- in time of peace:

'Consider, however, the number of war
ships that are analogous In character it
not In particular detail to the Maine which
are traversing the ocean and having on
beard coal and powder year In anil jearout without accident, and ou will real-
ize at once how preposterous It Is to as-
sume that because the effects of an explo-
sion are fearful the danger of explosion Is
great. I assure you, speaking as a seaman
and as a naval officer, that any man thatcrosses the ocean In a passenger steamer
undertakes In a week greater risk from
collision than any seaman on board a
ship of war does from explosion in the
course of a ear."

It would be well for those who condemn
modern battleships and criticise Ameri-
can naval construction to have some
facts for guidance before venturing their
op'r.lons. They remind one of those
cockatoos of journalism that were shriek-
ing for war before any details of the
Mflne explosion were known.

What In American Patriotism?
From the Chicago Newt.

During the last eight das the true mean-
ing of American patriotism has been lost
to a lot of blatant irresponsiblcs, saloon-
keepers, Jingoes and vicious foreigners, but
the real representatives of the people and
the people themselves have never budged an
inch from the right road. Benjamin Har-
rison of Indiana, former president of the
United States, pointed out the road on
Washington's birthda in these words:

"We stand now in the awful shadow of
one of the most tragic events that has ever
happened in our history, and ct we stand
with the poise, with the ofa people who understand their might andca i abide the developments of time. e
are not a hsterical people. We can wait,
and we will know our duty when it shall
b- - revealed We can understand that in a
time like this there are grave responsibil-
ities devolving upon the president of the
United States single responsibilities that he
mav not divide with any man. Let us stand
about him, strengthening him In the calm
assurance that this great country desires
onl what is right and can wait until tho
facts are known before It issues its procla-
mation."

Another man who may be depended upon
to know what he is doing and saying during
every conscious moment is Cushman K.
Davis. United States senator from Minne-
sota, distinguished scholar, learned jurist
and noted as the most brilliant man in the
Northwest. Ab chairman of the foreign re-

lations committee of the senate he never
stias from the right road. In an address
at Detroit on Tuesday he said:

"Let us take the advice of Captain Sigsbee
and suspend judgment on the Maine disas-
ter. If then our dark forebodings are justi-
fied, he assured President McKinley and the
United States government will not be found
wartlng In any act which that dreadrul
circumstance shall render necessary. Does
anjbody suppose that McKinley, the

that our John Sherman, vour own
General Alger, John D. Long; and the United
States senate and house lightly feel or
slightingly put aside these great questions?
It's mighty easy for one not having these
responsibilities to urge 'doing something
right awa.' but impose these responsibili-
ties upon those who thus complain and they
would approve the present course of the
president of the United States."

Messrs. Harrison and Davis do not agree

with Senator Mason, hut the have no
to apologize on that account. The

American people do not look to Mason for
guidance. He cannot even guide himself.

Commercial Growth.
From the Chicago Inter Ocean

Recent events have drawn attention to
the commercial growth of the great na-
tions of the world during the list hilf cen-
tury, from which have resulted some in-

structive tabulation". A French economist.
M. Jules Roche, has presented the follow-
ing to expose the contrast bctw ccn France
and Germany.

The values of the combined exports of
tho ten leading commercial n itlons of
the world of the periods noted were us
follows:
lb30 Jl.hlS OW.OeO
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This table shows that the export trule
of the world has increased In fort --six
vcars almost exactly four times in ag-
gregate value. In aggregate volume tt
h is no doubt increased much more, since-- ,

although the prices of exported agricul-
tural produi ts were about the same in
1S30 as in 1S.. those of m inufai tureil
products, espechillv- - thoe composed of
iron and steel, were much less In ISIS

than in 1VW, and th'ir volume manv
times greater.

Of these great exporting n itlons the
first four. In 1S30, are also the four lead-
ing exporters in 1W. but their relations
to each other and to the aggregate vol-

ume of cxportatlons have curiously
changed, standing at the various epochs
named as follows:
1S30 England 410C"0

Frame- - '.32000.000
United States 143.00O.'"!
Germany lJ9.")f")

land
--
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France 613.(rtfi0
Germany r.TSOOOd'O

United States 7.ip00.000
1S95 England 1.475.0urt X)

Germanv- - IT.) 009
United btatcs SCSI00orm
France 6W000.OM

It will be seen that the United States,
after falling to the fourth pi ice. In 1W),

haa risen again to the third; France has
fallen from the second to the fourth
place, while Germany has risen from the
fourth to the second place. But these
tables reveal something more of the mar-
velous economic history of the period they
Include than the mere statement of the
comparative exportations.

As we have seen, the exportations of
the world have increased during tint per-

iod almost exactly fourfold. Two of the
four greatest exporting nations have In-

creased their external commerce more than
fourfold, while two have fallen below tho
average rate of increase. Germany has
increased her export trade since 1S30 seven
nnd a half times, tho United States live
and a half times. England three and a
third times, only, and France hardly three
times.

A err Jug Antidote.
rrora the Indianapolis Journal.

A California doctor has invented a sstem
that he calls "equisine inoculation." which
he asserts will destroy the hereditary alco-

holic taint In children. A plaque containing
serum from a properly alcoholized horse is
bound upon a scarified place on the child's
arm and kept there several das. during
which time it is supposed that enough se-

rum is absobed into the Sstem to destroy
any latent alcoholic tendency on the prin-
ciple, presumably, that like cures like. The

person reading of these things
may or may not have opinions as to the
efficacy of such treatment, but the wonder
must arise as to what will eventually be
the character of the blood of the person
who has had all the serums injected into
him that have yet been invented, to say
nothing of the others that are jet to be de-

veloped. It seems likely that the
person of the twentieth century 'will

omit none of these scientific precautions
and will thus have Immunity from all the
standard diseases; but will all the

and and
and jellow fever germs and all

the rest live in harmony together? If they
should see tit to wage war on each other,
will not the last condition of the one who
harbors them be worse than the first?

PualiinK Along: a Good Thtnsx.
From the Chicago rot.

tlliam Crowdy, of Kansas, a John tho
Baptist In chrome, makes the brief an-
nouncement that he lias had special In-

structions from Providence to go on to
Washlncton to convert Colonel Ingersoll.
We do not know that ho will find the col-
onel in Washington, but that ls of minor
importance, as in any event he will not
fail to encounter plenty of likely material
for a hard-workin- g evangelist. It Is our
Impression that Colonel Ingersoll should be
converted, and If the Almighty has decreed
that our Ethiopian friend ls the proper In-

strument of grace, we stand ready to appeal
to the railroads for transportation and
other facilities In furtherance of so excel-
lent an object. But we warn Brother
Crowdy that the colonel ls the toughest
preposition he has ever struck, and unless
ho can secure the active of
Providence In the way of a great blinding
light or other meteorological phenomena ha
has very small show of success.

Slandering the If. B. R.
From the New York Sun

The St. Louis Globe-Democr- at affects to
believe that "sixteen to one as the Demo-
cratic warcry is not as vociferous as It was.
Sjmptoms of weakening are developing."
This is deliberate 111 speaking of the most
august of silver divinities and dogmas. Six-
teen to one Is no mere warcry. no change

motto of a moment. It Is understood to
be the last and most sacred utterance of
silver wisdom. It is beond mathematics.
It is the essence and pemmican of finance.
There is no other trumpet at the sound of
which the walls of the temples of the mon-
ey changers will consent to fall by request
nnd just to oblige. There is no other sliver
sesame and password wherewith to open
the caves of the robber barons of monopo-
ly. To any reverent mind it is almost as
wicked to say an thing unpleasant about 16
to 1 as to say an thing flippant about the
initiative and referendum.

Staplileat of Them AH.
From the New V ork Tress

The stupidest animals 0n the North Amer-
ican continent are the free silver and Dem-
ocratic conspirators against the United
States government. The are howling abuse
on President McKinlev for rot forcli g us
to war with Spain because of "politics."
when it should be plain to everv mind that
if "politics" had an thing to do with the
case a war policy would ei Insure
an administration victor in the congress
elections ef next November. If this coun-
try went to war the American people would
support the administration to thexer enu.
A baby knows that. Whv not a fool, then?

Whenever there ls cause for war we shall
have war. AVe do not pretend to say that
there will not be war. But the mm who
accuses the administration of fearing war
because of "politics" cannot see far enough
to sight a rifle at a Spaniard who stands
on the end of his shadow.

It I Here Voir,
Fro-- th New York Sun

"Who knows but there will grow up a his-t- or

and t literature in our countr that
will correspond to the energ now bestowed
on controlling the gre it phslcal forces of
the world'-S- alt Lake Tribune.

It is too late to ask that question. The
energetic history has been written i. Mr.
Bran's volume of Incidents and anecdotes
of his war against the Curse of Gold. The
poetic part of the energetic literature has
been prepared bv the Hon. Gruhe Slnken-zoope- r,

the Silver Singer of the Ozark.
Tills passage from his "Ode to William J.
Br an" (liJi) ahows the energy of his
stIe:

01. geyser with the silver spout
That burns monopoly's foul rout
Farthquake whose catarlysmal clout
Ilrlres viammon 8 golden minions out.
Our bright, right, white Bill Rryan "

There is literal- - energy enough. Strange
that it is unknown to Utah.

ALONG THE OISY CITY WAYS.

Aloas the noisr cIit ways
Vnd to ihts rattltnK city car.

On thin the dreariest of liy.
Perplexed with business fret and Jar.

When suddenly a jouaa-- . eet fare
Looked on my petulance an) pln

And tent It something of lt sracs
n 1 charmed tt inti reace again.

Tr-- day wan Just as Weak without.
lr neighbors Just as col within.

An I truth was Jut as. full of doubt.
The world was Jut as full ot sin

fiut In the tight of that young smite
The wort t grew pure, the heart grew warm.

An 1 sunshine gleamed a little white
Across the darkness of the storm.

I did not rare to seek her name,
I only said. (,od blss thy fife.

Thy sweet yocne grace be still the same
Or hajpy maid, or happy wife

rhlllipi DroOaaV

'I HE I.VHCKIt

At ert I prayed for Ught:
e'outi 1 but see the war

II.vw gUIIy. swiftly woutt 1 walk
To everlasting day!

And nest I prajed for Strength:
That I might tread the rpa 1

With Brm unfaltering feet, ao.1 wis
The heaien'a serene abode.

And then I asked for railh:
routd but trut my tkwl.

I d lite enrolled fn Ills peace.
Though foea were alt abroad.

But now I for IViTe- -

Deep lote tt t:od and man.
A living love that will not fail.

However dark his plan.

Anl XJght and Strength aid raith
Vre opening everywhere

Cod only waited for me till
prayed the larger prayer

rdnah Dow Cheney.

RESPONSE.

No one is so accursed by fair.
No one so utterly desolate,

llut some bean, though unknown.
Respond unto his own.

Henry W. Longfellow.

OF CIRRENT IVTEKEST.

It is a long time since tho lite Matthew
Arnold pointed out that the Bible was not
studied enough as literature, that persona
were made so familiar with the Old and
New Testaments In their 0uth that they
do not have the proper Inclination to turn
to them in after life. Here, of course, ha
referretl to the ordinary reader. A curious
experiment, the Sun tavs. ls making by a.

big firm of publishers at present. Tho
various books of the Bible are hclmr
brought out separately. They are treated
like any other classic. For Instance. on
of the Gospels is divided off into various
section", headed like this, "An Essay." "A
Maxim." and so on. The old division Into
chapters and verses has been abandoned.
In certain was the Innovation ls a pleas-
ing one. The "Book of Job," for instance,
has alwas had a largely literary Interest.
It 19 grateful to one to read It like any
dramatic poem. It is curious that the ex-
periment has not met with any crlou
attacks from the pulpit. One result of It
is that one can have one's favorlto books
like "Ecclcslastes" and "Job" In the shelf
by themselves.

Talking of the obligation upon the Ameri-
can to know something about the nation's
patriotic songs, a story Lillian Russell tellsi
will be In place. Miss Russell had been
asked to assist In the opening ceremonies
of Carnegie Music hail In Pittsburg, and
when she went to the rehearsal it struck
her that it was somewhat odd that "Thn
Star Spangled Banner" was not included
lit the programme. She suggested that it
should be put in at once. "All right," said
the master of ceremonies, "but who knows
the words right now, so that we may go
over them with the organ?" Miss Russell
confessed she did not know a. line so did
every singer there. It remained for a Ger-
man painter who wa3 putting the finish-
ing touches to the frescoes on the ceiling
to call down that he knew "The Star
Spangled Banner." "Give us them I" tho
singers cried. And he did but In German!

The Young Men's Christian Association
of Pennslvanla has found a danger which
menaces the morals of jouths In the char-
acter of many of the Illustrations in the
advertisements1 In the backs of magazines.
The association thinks there is a growing;
tendency among advertisers to Introduces
questionable illustrations and In view of
this suspicion It has resolved to petition
the International committee to take up tho
matter and secure the of tho
association throughout North America that
powerful Influence may be exerted to hava
publishers of magazines correct this feat-
ure.

It is perhaps not generally known that
the defense of Pekin ls still largely In-

trusted to men armed only with bows and
arrows. A recent imperial decree solemnly
directs that those who "succeed in hitting-th-

target with their arrows on horseback
five times be given" such and such re-

wards, while those who manage to hit tho
maik four times on foot and once on horse-
back and four times on foot only shall ba
proportionately recompensed. The decrea
concludes with a list of the presidents and
tall lsts appointed for archery competitions
w hlch are still to take place.

A colored deacon, of whom Frank Stan-
ton tells, was brought before a church
committee on a charge of having "placd
the lottery."

Ho admitted his guilt and was asked to
make a statement, lr there were any ex-

tenuating circumstances, as the brethren
didn't wish to be hard on him. Whereupon
ho informed them that he wa3 merely try-

ing to get enough money to paint tha
church.

Then he was asked to retire, but pres-
ently returned to hear the verdict, which
was: 'Guilty In a good cause."

The announcement Is made that arrange-
ments have been completed for "The Jerus-
alem Proclamation." On the first Christ-
mas morning of the new-- century tha
' Gloria In Excelsls" will be rung on thu
chimes of the-- Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre In Jerusalem, and at the same mo-

ment bells In the principal churches In all
the capitals of Christendom, telegraphically
connected, are to peal out tho

proclamation of "Glory to God In thra
Highest, Peace on Earth, to Men Good
Willi"

Tho Republican governor of Av'lsconsin
has appointed to the judicial bench of that
state Judge Silvcrthoru. who was the nom-

inee of the free silver Democrats for tha
governorship In the last campaign. Thero
were a'number of party politicians who op-

posed his appointment on purely political
grounds, but Governor Scofleld would not
listen to any sueh objections. Judge

was Indorsed for the- - office by a
large portion or the bar of th state and
was ever where considered as eminently
qualified for the position.

Right in front of tho entrance to the
office of Secretary Long in the navy de-

partment there ls a model of the battleship
Maine six feet in length, inclosed in a.

glass case. It is a perfect likeness of tho
vessel as she appeared when she went into
commission, and her miniature flag Is now
displatd at half-mas- t.

Some time ago one of President Kruger'a
oung relatives applied to him for an of-

fice. "I am sorry, hut I can do nothing."
was the grim reply of the president. "The
hlch offices of the state aro in good hands,
and for little clerkships. OU are too stu-

pid."

' OuidV has sent money to a London boy
who disolwed the order for the muzzling;
of dogs, and has written him a letter, com-
mending his kinilness to animals, and stat-
ing that she considers the order a. dlsjraca
to England.


